The chemical frontier.
The evolution of toxicology research in the Air Force is reviewed and highlighted by a chronological account of major milestones. The need for realistic evaluation of toxic hazards in the aerospace environment and the interdisciplinary approach taken to accomplish this multifaceted program is discussed, together with the specific driving requirements. Because of the large number of chemicals studied in the past 30 years, only illustrative examples of specific studies are given to develop a representative cross-section of research activities. A brief overview of the development and special characteristics of the facilities and instrumentation is also presented. Because of the unique capabilities for inhalation exposure experiments which represent a national asset, cooperative research program accomplishments with participating sister services, other government agencies, and academic institutions are also described.